Recycled Paper Beads
Grade:
Upper Elelmentary (3)
Time:

40 minutes

Objectives:
Students will…

· Provide examples of re-using and recycling paper.

Materials:

· Scissors

· Old magazines

· Dowels or pencils

· Glue sticks
Introduction

Ask students what they think of when you say recycled.  Brainstorm responses.
Use the things they say to build the recycling triangle:






Reduce




Recycle


Reuse

To reduce means to use as little as possible.  If they are going to make a tiny drawing, do they need a whole sheet of paper?  If they choose to use a small piece of paper instead, they reduced the amount of paper they use.

To reuse means to use it as much as possible before getting rid of it.  Say they finish a rough copy of a poem on one side of the paper.  How could they reuse it?  If they choose to use the other side of the paper for something, they have reused it.  

To recycle means to make something new with it.  When they put paper in the recycling bin, what happens to it?  It is collected and goes to a recycling plant, where it is torn up, soaked, then blended into a pulpy soupy mess.  The pulpy mess is then squeezed and then flattened into new sheets of paper.  

Procedure

Paper Beads

Today we will be reusing paper by turning it into jewelry.  Show students examples of paper beads made ahead of time.  Demonstrate how to make the beads:






Cut out a long thin triangle 


Wrap the triangle around the dowel,

from a piece of paper.



wide end first.


At the end of wrapping the triangle, put a dot of glue on the point of the triangle.  Smooth the end around the wrapped triangle, running your finger around it several times.  

  

Have students come up to pick out a sheet of paper to their liking.  Give each student a dowel, pair of scissors, and glue.  Give them approximately 20 minutes to make the beads before distributing twine to put them on.
